


prairie. They seldom over grazed an area, moving on before
the grass plants were stressed. Quivira uses a system of
management called high intensity/short duration grazing, which
attempts to duplicate that pattern. The bison have been
replaced by cattle, which belong to local ranchers who are
permitted to graze livestock on Quivira.

Large grassland units are broken into small areas call “cells" and
these are grazed with a large number of cattle for a very short
period of time. Cattle may stay in one cell only a day or two
but seldom more than a week, before being moved. They may
not return to that cell for several months, if at all during the
season This allows the plants to recover, increases their
productivity, provides excellent wildlife habitat and follows the
historic scheme.

12. This bridge also crosses Rattlesnake Creek which enters
Salt Creek approximately 1/2 mile north of this site.

13. This is the start of the Quivira Wildlife Drive, a four mile
loop on elevated dikes, which affords some of the best wildlife
viewing areas on the Refuge. Travel slowy, keep the noise level
down, be observant and enjoy the wildlife. The birds are
accustomed to vehicles and will generally be less disturbed if
you remain in your car.

An excellent viewing time is early morning, just after sunrise,
before the birds go out into surrounding fields to feed. Viewing
Is also good just before sunset as the birds return to roost on
the marsh.

For waterfowl, the spring migration is most visible from





