
Refuge share of the crop. Qeese prefer the clean wheat stubble
fleld and the growing green wheat, to crops left standlng that
might hide predators.

7. The timber area to the west ls part of an old "Ttee clalm'.
Following the llomestead Act of 1862, setflers could clalm a
quarter section (16O acres) of free land by llvlng on the prop€rty
and making certaln lmprovements. They could secure an
additlonal quarter sectlon as a 'tree clalm" by planting and tendlng
ten acres of trees on the new quarter, not an ezuy task ln the
drought prone pralrle.

sources of trees for plantlng were llmlted on the vast grasslands
and trees were brought from as far away as Mediclne Lodge, l(S,
75 miles to the south. Thls was a rather long trip ln the days when
a horse and wagon was the maln form of transportailon.

B. This ls the start of the "ltligrants Mlle' lnterpretlve trail, named
for both the human and wildllfe mlgrants that have crossed tlre
Refuge. Thls trall wlnds through shaded woodlands, along marshy
edges and through natlve grasslands before retwnlng to thls spot.
The 1.2 mlle trall contalns a 5/4 mlle loop that ls sMaced and
wheel chalr accessible. The trall crosses several marsh areas on
elevated wooden boardwalks. One board walk ts 55F ft ln length,
with a central deck area where you can stop for a close-up vlew of
the marsh.

9. The bulldtng on the west slde of the road ls the former Refuge
headquarters and shop. These facllitles were moved to thelr
present locatlon because of a lack of sultable water at thls slte.
Thls bulldlng has been converted to an envlronmental educatlon
classroom wlth accessible restroom facllities. This faclllty ls



prairie. They seldom over grazed arr area, moving on before
the grass plants were stressed. eulvira uses a system of
management called hlgh intenslty/short duration grazlng, which
attempts to dupllcate that pattern. The bison have been
replaced by cattle, whlch belong to local ranchers who are
permitted to gtaze llvestock on eulvlra.

I^arge grassland unlts are broken lnto small areels call "cells" and
these are grazed wlth a large number of catfle for a very short
period of tlme. Cattle may stay ln one cell only a day or two
but seldom more than a week, before belng moved. They may
not return to that cell for several months, if at all during the
season Thls allows the plants to recover, lncreases thelr
productlvlty, provldes excellent wlldllfe habltat and follows the
hlstoric scheme.

12. Thls brldge also crosses Ratflesnake Creek whlch enters
Salt Creek approximately l/2 mlle north of thls slte.

15. Thls ls the start of the eulvlra Wlldllfe Drlve, a four mlle
loop on elevated dlkes, whlch affords some of the best wlldllfe
vlewlng areas on the Refuge. Tiavel sloury, keep the nolse level
down, be observant and er\roy the wlldllfe. The blrds are
accustomed to vehlcles and wlll generally be less dlsturbed if
you remaln ln your car.

An excellent viewing tlme ls early mornlng, Just after sunrlse,
before the blrds go out lnto surroundlng flelds to feed. Vlewlng
ls also good Just before sunset as the blrds return to roost on
the marsh.

For waterfowl, the sprfung mlgration is most vlsible from




